	Where do I get the Hound Certification Form and what do I do with it? 

 If the local club doesn’t have copies, you can go to the ASFA website, www.asfa.org and click on the link that says “Entry Forms”. This will take you to a page where you can download a PDF version of the form. The top half of the form is the Hound Certification Form, and the bottom half is the Hound Certification Waiver. Unless your hound has a title listed on the bottom half of the page, the only thing you’ll do is fill out the top part. You have to fill in the Registered Name of the hound, the Registration number, and the Breed of the hound, along with your name as owner of the hound. Sign where it says “Authorized Owner of Hound”. The judge will fill in the rest of the form. It’s very important to make a copy of this form once it’s filled in. The first time you enter your hound in a trial, you MUST attach the Hound Certification form and a copy of the hound’s registration to your trial entry. If that form gets lost and you don’t have a copy, you will have to get your dog certified all over again. 

How does the Waiver work? 

 ASFA recognizes titles earned in certain other coursing/racing organizations as meeting the requirements for certification. If you have one of the listed titles from the appropriate organization, fill out the bottom part and attach a copy of the certificate you received from the other organization showing your dog’s name and the title earned to your hound’s first trial entry. A list of titles and organizations that currently qualify for a waiver can be found on the Hound Certification Waiver form.

Is that all the paperwork I need?  

No. You must also include a copy of the hound’s registration (or equivalent) for the first trial entry. The ASFA Records Coordinator will use the registration to add your hound to the database used to track hounds and events. This requirement will be waived for hounds registered with the National Greyhound Association.
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	Guidelines for ASFA Hound Certification

These Guidelines are intended to help both clubs and exhibitors deal with the many questions regarding Hound Certification runs.

Why Do Hound Certifications?  

There were a growing number of people concerned about the fact that many Open dogs were being entered in trials without first being adequately trained. A number of dogs were seeing the lure and running with other dogs for the very first time at trials. The concern was that these dogs were interfering and possibly injuring other dogs. Thus, in 1995, a rule went into effect stating “To be eligible to enter the Open Stake, a hound must have been certified by a licensed judge within the year preceding the closing date or have previously competed in the Open Stake.” This eligibility requirement also applies to a hound entered in the Limited or Veteran Stakes, which has not competed in the Open Stake previously. Hound Certification is not required for participation in the Singles Stake.

Are Clubs And Judges Required To Do Hound Certifications?  

No. It is up to each club to decide whether or not Hound Certifications will be conducted. However, it is in the Club’s best interests to carry out Hound Certifications since that will eventually translate into entries for the club. Judges are also not required to certify hounds and may decline to judge certification runs based on their discretion.

When Are Certification Runs Offered?  

Certification Runs may be offered before or after a trial. They may be offered at practice events or at any time a judge and suitable field are available. Some clubs may do certification runs immediately before trial hours begin and have entries close at a time when the certifications will definitely be completed. For example, trial hours may start at 8:30 a.m. with entries closing at 8:45 and roll call at 9:00. The club could have certification runs from 8:00 to 8:30 and allow the dogs that gain certification enter in that day’s trial.

What Hounds Are Eligible For Certification?  

Any hound, at least 11 months of age on the day of the certification run, who is of an ASFA-recognized breed or a hound breed accepted for inclusion in the Limited Stake, is eligible for certification. Hounds that are lame or in season will not be allowed to run. Hounds do not need to be checked for breed disqualifications at this time, but they will be examined when they run at a trial.

Who Can Certify A Hound?  

The certifying official must be a regularly licensed ASFA judge, but this official does not necessarily have to be licensed for the breed running. Lure Operation and Hound Certification may be performed by the certifying judge. 
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	When Does A Hound Have To Be Certified?  

The hound must be certified during the 12 months prior to its first trial entry. A hound meeting the waiver requirements because it has a recognized title from another organization is exempt from the 12-month requirement. A hound that has been certified but does not enter the Open, Veteran, or Limited Stakes within 12 months of its certification must go through the certification process again.

Can I Have My Hound Certified And Run In A Trial On The Same Day?  

Yes. However, you can’t pre-enter the hound in Open, Veteran, or Limited Stakes for the trial. Pre-entering a hound in these stakes that hasn’t been certified is considered a conditional entry, and thus, the entry is not allowed. However, a hound that has not yet been certified may pre-enter in the Singles Stake (if offered). Should the hound certify prior to the start of the draw for its breed, it may be moved to the appropriate stake by notifying the Field Secretary.

What Does The Hound Have To Do In Order To Pass A Certification Run?  

A hound must complete one course of at least 500 yards, running with another hound of similar running style, and show no inclination to interfere with the other hound. Interference is interpreted to mean that the hound being certified, in any way, purposefully keeps or attempts to keep the other hound from coursing the lure. Coursing the other hound means that the certifying hound is following the other hound instead of the lure.

What Equipment Must Be Used By The Certifying Hound?  
The primary requirement is that the Certifying Hound must be easily distinguished from the other hound by the judge. This is best accomplished by having the Certifying Hound wear a coursing blanket. A sliplead is not required but is strongly recommended.

What Are The Requirements For The Second Hound Used In The Certifying Run? 

 The hound used must be of the same breed or similar running style. The other hound may be a littermate, may be a kennelmate, may be of the same or opposite sex, and can even be another hound that is being certified. However, it is strongly suggested that this latter scenario not be practiced, especially if the hounds involved are novices at coursing. It is the discretion of the certifying official to determine if the hounds involved in the certification run are suitable running partners.
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